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§201.19

voluntary. However, if the information
is not furnished, it may affect the suffi-
ciency of Notice of Intention to obtain
a compulsory license and may not enti-
tle the prospective licensee to the ben-
efits available under 17 U.S.C. 115. The
principal uses of the requested infor-
mation are the establishment and
maintenance of a public record of the
Notices of Intention to obtain a com-
pulsory license received in the Licens-
ing Division of the Copyright Office.
Other routine uses include public in-
spection and copying, preparation of
public indexes, preparation of public
catalogs of copyright records including
online catalogs, and preparation of
search reports upon request.

[69 FR 34582, June 22, 2004, as amended at 73
FR 66181, Nov. 7, 2008; 77 FR 71103, Nov. 29,
2012; 79 FR 56206, Sept. 18, 2014]

§201.19 [Reserved]

§201.20 Methods of affixation and po-
sitions of the copyright notice on
various types of works.

(a) General. (1) This section specifies
examples of methods of affixation and
positions of the copyright notice on
various types of works that will satisfy
the notice requirement of section 401(c)
of title 17 of the United States Code, as
amended by Pub. L. 94-553. A notice
considered ‘‘acceptable’ under this reg-
ulation shall be considered to satisfy
the requirement of that section that it
be ‘“‘affixed to the copies in such man-
ner and location as to give reasonable
notice of the claim of copyright.” As
provided by that section, the examples
specified in this regulation shall not be
considered exhaustive of methods of af-
fixation and positions giving reason-
able notice of the claim of copyright.

(2) The provisions of this section are
applicable to copies publicly distrib-
uted on or after December 1, 1981. This
section does not establish any rules
concerning the form of the notice or
the legal sufficiency of particular no-
tices, except with respect to methods
of affixation and positions of notice.
The adequacy or legal sufficiency of a
copyright notice is determined by the
law in effect at the time of first publi-
cation of the work.

(b) Definitions. For the purposes of
this section:

37 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-15 Edition)

(1) The terms audiovisual works, col-
lective works, copies, device, fired, ma-
chine, motion picture, pictorial, graphic,
and sculptural works, and their variant
forms, have the meanings given to
them in section 101 of title 17.

(2) Title 17 means title 17 of the
United States Code, as amended by
Pub. L. 94-553.

(3) In the case of a work consisting
preponderantly of leaves on which the
work is printed or otherwise repro-
duced on both sides, a ‘‘page’ is one
side of a leaf; where the preponderance
of the leaves are printed on one side
only, the terms ‘‘page’” and ‘‘leaf”
mean the same.

(4) A work is published in book form if
the copies embodying it consist of mul-
tiple leaves bound, fastened, or assem-
bled in a predetermined order, as, for
example, a volume, booklet, pamphlet,
or multipage folder. For the purpose of
this section, a work need not consist of
textual matter in order to be consid-
ered published in ‘‘book form.”

(5) A title page is a page, or two con-
secutive pages facing each other, ap-
pearing at or near the front of the cop-
ies of a work published in book form,
on which the complete title of the
work is prominently stated and on
which the names of the author or au-
thors, the name of the publisher, the
place of publication, or some combina-
tion of them, are given.

(6) The meaning of the terms front,
back, first, last, and following, when used
in connection with works published in
book form, will vary in relation to the
physical form of the copies, depending
upon the particular language in which
the work is written.

(7) In the case of a work published in
book form with a hard or soft cover,
the front page and back page of the cop-
ies are the outsides of the front and
back covers; where there is no cover,
the “‘front page,” and ‘‘back page’ are
the pages visible at the front and back
of the copies before they are opened.

(8) A masthead is a body of informa-
tion appearing in approximately the
same location in most issues of a news-
paper, magazine, journal, review, or
other periodical or serial, typically
containing the title of the periodical or
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